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Semi Editorial. 

I wbi glad tn notice in last 

Evangelist that brother Will 

Spanngle liail succeeded so well 

it) i lie organization of a new 

churcli and it) building a new 

house and having it paid for. 

Next we hope the brethren will 
succeed iu building one at 

Martinsburg. Spanogle and 

Suider are u strong team, and 
will do s!<>< • i work. I believe we 

were not tuld » I mi. the new 
chnrcb was christened f 

OPEN TOM M UNION. 

I leant from different parties 
that in places >!ir ministers prac- 
tice open communion; that is 
they extend an invitation to 
members of any denomination. 
I hope it is not true ; bnt fearing 
that some inexperienced minis- 
ters might he led into mich ex- 
travagance, it will not be out of 
place to have a few remarks up- 
on the subject. I have attended 
communion meetings at many 
different places during the past 
two yours, am) I have never 
heard any -uu.il invitation given, 
and hope I iiuver may. Where 
-sich a loose invitation is extend- 
od I do tint desire any. There is 
no occasion for open communion, 
or intercommunion among the 
denominations, It originates 
from a desire to be recognized by 
those who are believed to be 
superiort". Every church should 
provide communion privileges 
tor its own members. If it does 
so, they have no occasion to go 
to the communion of other sects. 
If it does not provide such privi- 
leges it does not discbarge its 
Christian duty, and its members 
would be justified in joining a 
church which would provide for 
tbem. . Our denominational or- 
ganization it ol God or it is not. 
Tf we regard it as being of God 
let us hounr its ordinances. If 
the Baptist church, or the Meth- 
odists, or the Presbyterians, are 
just as good as the Brethren 
church, then let us act wisely and 
economically and all disperse and 
join some one of those well es- 
tablished or^iinizations. What is 
the use of tailing and suffering 
persecutions and privations to 
establish another which is no 
better, I believe the Brethren 
chnrch is right, and that its 
practices and ordinances are 
baaed upon the teachings of the 
gospel, and 1 have no desire and 
no occasion to recognize any 
other body "f people who ignore 
our ordinance* as being upon an 
equality with as. Communion 
with other denominatione and 
inviting them to commune with 
ua, has a tendency to lutitudina- 


riauisni and latitudinarianism* 
tends to worldlyism. I do not 
desire to beiuvited to commune 
with other denominations, I have 
abundant provision at home. 
Those who desire to commune 
with us are heartily welcome, 
but they are expected to enter 
into our communion in tbe same 
way that we entered into it : 
through obedience to the com 
mandmenta of Christ. 

The tendency of the age is to 
laxity and liberalism. I believe in 
exercising cbaritv toward all, but 
not to such u« extent us to ignore 
right and wrong, and good and 
bad, Tbe organization of two 
separate and distinct denomina- 
tions in the same town or neigh- 
borhood establishes the fact that 
so many distinct religious senti- 
ments or views exist in that town 
or vicinity and no amount of in- 
tercommunion will remove such 
differences. 

Again : Communion is the 
most emphatic declaration of un- 
ion. Hence, there should never 
be any disunion upon any of the 
ordinances among those who 
commune with each other. They 
may differ iu matters ot taste and 
circumstances, but not upon mat- 
ters which tbe Lord had decided 
in htB word. 

In order that the Brethren 
church may succeed we need to 
be denominational, strictly de- 
nominational, and always Breth- 
ren. Be liberal with our houses, 
and schools, and ministers, and 
literature, bo long as tbe emolu- 
ments of such liberality will tend 
to the advantage of the Brethren 
church, 

Men may be in good standing 
iu many of the denominations, 
and yet be regular attendants at 
bulls, theatres, and frolics, and 
be Free Masons pud Odd Fel- 
lows, and by an indiscriminate 
invitation we otter our commun- 
ion to all such. God Almighty 
preserve ua from such amalga- 
mation. 

Now, while I know that such 
a loose sentiment does not pre- 
vail in the Brotherhood, there is 
no doubt occasion to send forth a 
w»rd of warning upon this sub- 
ject, and I hope this word may 
be kindly received. 

THE DAYTON CHURCH PROPERTY. 

As will be seen elsewhere iu 
this paper, the Brethren have 
lost the Dayton church. I con- 
fess it was a shock to me. I had 
expected better news. It is not 
a just decision, and I hope our 
Brethren will appeal the case to 
the Supreme Court, and ascertain 
whether justice can not be bad 
in Ohio. 


ASHLAND COLLEGE. 

I am now about to leave Ash- 
land, and start out again upon 
another begging expedition, and 
before I return again the school 
year for 1886-7 will be well un- 
der way. And I wish to appeal 
to all brethren and sisters who 
have children that wish to go 
away from borne to school, to 
send tbem to our school at Ash- 
land. Help M make our sebcol 
a power for the church. A few 
terms at Ashland will have a 
tendency to impress them favor- 
ably toward the Brethren church. 
They will form associations with 
young members and members 
children which will endure for 
life, and often is fraught with 
good results. Those who are al- 
ready members should be sent 
that they assist iu strengthening 
the Christian influence of the 
Bcbool, and those are not yet 


members that they may receive 
the benefit of such influence. 
Come friends, let us all unite in 
making Ashland College such an 
auxiliary to the church that its 
influence will be felt in every de- 
partment ot our church work, 
and in all parts of our brother- 
hood. Send your children to the 
College on tbe 31st of August, 
and then on the 11th of Novem- 
ber, come to see them during the 
Convention, if we will be so 
fortunate as to have it here, and 
we will have a grand reunion, 
and I hope a glorious revival. 
Quite a number of the students of 
last year will return, and may 
we not hope also that many new 
ones will be found among them, 
Think of it prayerfully, Brethren. 
And, for heaven's sake, breth- 
ren and sisters, please do make 
liberal donations toward paying 
off tbe debt. Oh ! how I do wish 
I could impress you with the im- 
portance and necessity of this 
work. I sometimes almost de- 
spsir of all hope, when I see 
with what indifference my warm- 
est and most earnest appeals are 
received. I am tempted to 
think I must be a fool, to spend 
my time and money, and sacrifice 
the comfort of my 'amily to ac- 
complish a work, for which bo 
many of my brethren are doing 
comparatively nothing. And I 
am really afraid I must appear in 
that light to those who are not 
helping us iu our struggles. 
Come, friends, please do tell me, 
by your actions that I am not 
mad, but am only zealous in a 
good work, and that you are go- 
nig to take a part in it, and that 
according as tbe Lord has pros- 
pered you. I lately received a 
letter from a sister from Eastern 
Pennsylvania, enclosing a five 
dollar bill for the College, which 
she and other sisters of the 
Green Tree church had donated. 
God bless tbe liberal sisters. 
Wish they had control of all the 
money in tbe brotherhood, I 
would then soon have the debt 
raised. But, perhaps, I might 
as well wish tbe men had more 
liberality. It don't seem to me 
that I get much good of wishing. 
Work is the thing only that ap- 
pears to be of any account. And 
there seems to be no end of that. 
The above sister says in conclu- 
sion : "you will surely be liberally 
rewarded for the earnestness 
which you have manifested in this 
work, if not in this world, a rich 
reward will be yours in the 
next," Yes, I have a good hope: 
but I do not want it all to my- 
self. It I'll get a reward for my 
work, then certainly others 
would receive the same reward 
for similar service. Is not that 
a logical conclusion ? Well now, 
then, our College and church 
work needs (he help of about 
one hundred members to the 
same extent of sacrifice that I am 
making. And since the other 
uiuety-nine are not willing to 
make the sacrifice, I am tempt- 
ed to think tHey do not care tor 
the promise, or do not consider 
it worth tbe necessary denial. 
Please, brethren, do relieve me 
from these temptations. Let 
some brother or sister, or a 
brother and a sister in every 
church in the Brotherhood go to 
work and solicit donations for 
Ashland College. Why just one 
dollar more from each member 
will more than raise tbe balance. 
Sister Lizzie Beeghly of Bear 
Creek, Ohio, bae sent us quite a 
list of one dollar donations. Can 
others do equally well by the 


same effort? Will they not 
make the attempt? 

Holbinoer. 


the 


Apparent Defeat Is Often 
Hour <jf Keal Success. 
Did not the cruelties, which 
made Joseph a slave and a pris- 
oner, end in making him a prince 
in the house of Pharaoh ? Was 
not Nebuchadnezzar's buring 
fiery furnace the means God used 
for tbe promotion of the noble 
three who preferred its flames to 
the worship of false gods? 
When Bunyau lay iu Bedford 
jail, when Robert McCheyne was 
thwarted in his purpose to go as 
a misf-ionary to tbe heathen, 
when Judson was taken from his 
work and sent to prison on sus- 
picion of being an English spy, 
outward appearances wore the 
look of defeat aud- failure. Yet 
afterwards it was made to appear 
that tbeir disappointment was, in 
each case, only another way of 
accomplishing that which lay 
nearest their hearts. 

When Strauss gave his preten- 
tious and learned work against 
the Gospel to the world, the 
boast was freely made that it was 
tbe death -knell of Christianity. 
There were timid ones who halt 
feared it might- be. Yet, one 
who now looks back to see what 
has actually come to pass, ob- 
serves net only that the appear- 
ance of that book marked the 
turniug of the tide, which iu bis 
own land had been setting against 
Christianity, but also that the 
most powerful defences ot the 
Gospels have been written since 
that event. 

It is not an uncommon exper- 
ience with the dying to complain 
of darkness; to call for the open- 
ing of shutters ; to ask for "more 
light." A physician being told 
of a sick man ordering the room 
to be lighted up as for a gulu, 
gravely replied, "No worse sign." 
The dying saint otten passes 
through au experience of spiritu- 
al darkness, Yet have we not 
seen this suddenly puss away, 
proving the last dark hour just 
before the glory of day, — a day 
whose bright dawn illumines 
even this hitber shore ? 

E. Mason. 


The Triumphant March of Chris- 
tianity. 

One of the peculiar things 
Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream 
wsb a stone cut out without 
hands which smote tbe image ot 
his dream to his feet, and finally 
grew till it became a great mouti 
tain and filled tbe whole earth. 

This stone represented Christ 
and his Church in that scene * or 
dream. It was not remarkable 
in its first appearance, yet it 
possessed wonderful inherent 
power, and not only performed a 
wonderful teat in smiting tbe im- 
age, but contained the elements 
of growth and development, 
and It increased to remarkable 
proportions. Buch is the char- 
acter of the Christian Church 
today. It is filling the whole 
earth, and there are few creatures 
to wbom belongs the title of hu- 
man beings, today, who do not 
know something about Christ. 
The image has been on his feet 
for centuries and he will never 
rise again, 

Christianity is the only system 
or institution that never suffered 
any reverses. Its history is a 
history of an unbroken series of 
successes. Since its first general 
proclamation to mau at Penta- 
cost, its influence and its mem- 


bership at do anbsequent period 
was less than at aoy past time. 
At times, the conquest against 
Bin and iniquity bore the appear- 
ance of reverses, but they were 
not : it waa only the smoke of tbe 
battle, which, for a certain time, 
hid from the general observer, 
tbe true condition of the Church. 

Christianity is a conquering 
power. It commenced by con- 
quering. It is represented as a 
bruiser of the serpeut's head ; it 
is represented as a stone cut out 
without hands and smiting a 
mighty image ; it is represented 
as a power that will grind to 
powder on whomsoever it may 
tall, and whoever falls upon it 
shall be broken: and its entire 
history is one of conquering, of 
smiting, of bruising, of breaking 
and of grinding to powder. Sin 
and ungodliness can not stand 
before it. Thousands ot ruins of 
heathen temples over the plains 
of Europe, Asia and Africa testi- 
fy to its destructive power, and 
the subjugation of whole nations 
and lands testify to the insinua- 
ting character of the leaven of 
righteousness which goes out 
from it. 

The methods of this conquer- 
ing power are peculiar often, and 
past finding out. Tbe early 
head-quarters of this power have 
been aboadoned for years in a 
measure. Jerusalem, Asia Minor 
und the region of Alexandria in 
Egypt, and Rome have been des- 
ecrated by corruption under the 
nume of religion and the popu- 
lace largely given to idolatry. 
TIub is not a reverse, but it is a 
preparation for a great and grand 
victory for Christianity, and 
whoever lives, will seethe purest 
Christianity reign supreme in 
those very regions. Its workings 
to that end are already manifest. 
\V herever sin plants itself it must 
be rooted out, and while that 
process is in progress, and prep- 
arations for, victories are under 
headway, darkness may seem to 
be tbe victor, but it is only the 
shade that preceeds the illustri- 
ous dawning of a grander era, 

Happy is the man who be- 
comes a part of this army march- 
ing on from victory to victory as 
it moves toward the Eternal City. 


The Dayton Decision. 

Bro. E. 8. Miller's article will 
loll all there is of interest to our 
readers about the decision in the 
Dayton chnrch property case. It 
ie lost to the Brethren, The de- 
cision was printed in full in the 
Dayton Journal and occupied al- 
most a page in small type. It is 
ab brother Miller says, a rehash 
of what has been sounding iu tbe 
ears of those who have been in 
the front rank during the con- 
test of the past few years. 

We sympathize with the Day- 
ton brethren, but still this is only 
a slight reverse in life. We 
know that God's spirit is with 
that uoble tittle band, pnd be 
will never forsake them ; and it 
may be his will to open before 
them a more desirable door and 
lead them into pastures that are 
more satisfying, through the 
tribulation that they are under- 
going. 

Let us all pray for tbem tbat 
divine wisdom may direct them, 
aud that they may continue the 
good work that they have car- 
ried on during the past few 
years, and go into the Father's 
presence with the spoils of a no- 
ble victory against sin and in- 
iquity. 


